
 

September 28, 2017 

Travel and Tourism Information 

1) Flights: Please note, you are responsible for your airline and lodging reservations.  Participants should 

fly into the Chennai International Airport (MAA), Chennai, India.  Book early for a shorter duration and 

lower prices.   

2) Transportation from the airport to your hotel: The event hotels are more than one hour from the 

airport.  Most hotels offer a shuttle from the airport to the hotel.  We encourage you to pre-arrange 

your airport shuttle and check the pricing with your hotel before leaving your departure town.  Ensure 

your hotel has your correct flight information before you depart for India.   

Taxis are available at the airport.  If you choose to take a taxi from the airport, it is recommended to 

take either the Government pre-paid taxi or Fast track call taxi. Both have counters inside the airport 

before you exit. It is advisable to have cash since they do not accept cards. The trip should cost between 

Rs. 2000-3000 (USD 35-50)  

3) Pre-Departure: Even if you have a pre-printed boarding pass, your departure airport will likely require 

you to check in with the ticket agent or at the gate prior to boarding, in order to verify your visa 

information.  Please allow plenty of time for long lines. 

4) Arriving in Chennai:  Before you arrive in Chennai, you will be given an India Arrival Card (Foreigners 

only, not for Indian citizens) in the plane. A separate customs declaration form is needed only if you 

have anything dutiable goods to declare and it is not required for everyone. Please complete those 

forms and keep them ready. As soon as you deplane, you will have to stand in line for immigration 

clearance. Give the arrival card (if applicable) and customs form to the officer. They will return your 

passport and stamped customs form. An officer will check to make sure you have the required passport, 

visa, etc., and will stamp your passport as proof that you legally entered India on a given date. Make 

sure your passport is stamped and has the correct date before you leave immigration counter. Once you 

clear immigration, you will proceed to retrieve your luggage from the conveyer belt. Luggage trolleys are 

available free of charge.  

5) Currency and money exchange:    The Indian rupee (sign: ₹ ; code: INR), is the official currency of the 

Republic of India. Currency exchange offices and ATMS are available at the airport however it is 

recommended you that you buy your foreign exchange well before your travel date. Currency rates can 

fluctuate highly. If the rates are on the higher side, you can have the luxury of waiting two or three days 

to see if the rates are falling.  

Exchanging currency from foreign exchange outlets at airport is an expensive option. You will be charged 
a commission of around 10 to 15 percent. 
 
Cards (Mastercard and Visa) are widely accepted. American express cards are also accepted in large 
outlets, but smaller shops may not. ATMs are ubiquitous and accept international cards, although 
commissions are high. Travelers checks are now a thing of the past and are not preferred in most places, 
therefore not recommended.  
 

https://www.immihelp.com/travel-to-india/arrival-card-foreign-nationals.pdf
https://www.immihelp.com/travel-to-india/indian-customs-declaration-form.pdf
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7) Immunizations:  It is recommended that you consult with your General Practitioner or Travel 

Medicine Clinic by November 2017 to assess your immunization needs and health.   

Common immunizations that are recommended for India include, but are not limited to:  Hepatitis A and 

Typhoid.   Make sure you are up-to-date on routine vaccines before every trip. These vaccines include 

measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine, diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis vaccine, varicella (chickenpox) 

vaccine, polio vaccine, and your yearly flu shot. 

8) Language:  The language spoken by the majority of people in Chennai is Tamil. But being a 

metropolitan city, other languages are also spoken in Chennai. 

The primary language spoken in Chennai is Tamil, the official language of Tamil Nadu. However, a 

majority of the population is well-versed in English. Telugu and Malayalam are the other languages 

spoken by a minor section of the residents. 

9) Climate:  February is mild in Chennai and the temperature averages 85 degrees Fahrenheit. Click here 

to view the local weather.  

10) Tourism:  Chennai offers many exotic and beautiful sites to enjoy.  We recommend contacting your 

hotel to make tour arrangements and visit tripadvisor.com for reviews on the many exciting and 

recommended tour options.    

About Mahabalipuram/Mamallapuram 

At a distance of about 57 km from Chennai, Mamallapuram is a UNESCO heritage site, as an ancient 

historic town and bustling seaport.   It offers ancient archaeological wonders, salty air and coastal 

beauty, restaurants, shops, and a growing surf scene. 

Safety: As a tourist town, there are touts outside the hotel and you should beware of petty crime when 

venturing outside the hotel. Most things close by 11 pm and walking around in the night after dark is not 

a safe option. Please be careful of your belongings when walking outside the hotel. 

  

https://www.accuweather.com/en/in/chennai/206671/weather-forecast/206671

